The Acts 4
Blueprint

Moving from "Me-Only" Christianity to a
Community of Unshakable Credibility
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NATURAL
FORCE

DISRUPTION

Hard Times Force Unification

Over 30 years ago, violent tornadoes swept through
central lllinois, destroying eight out of ten buildings in
towns like Ogden. Within hours, hundreds of volunteers
arrived. Differences were forgotten; people worked
side-by-side for a common goal.

HUMAN
CONNECTION

SHARED

S INTERDEPENDENCE
STRENGTH

Unity as a Survival Skill

The early church faced unexpected, terrifying trials and

massive persecution. They survived because they relied on
one another. We must learn these survival skills now, during
peacetime, rather than waiting for a crisis to force our hand.
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The Anatomy of Believability

The church is only believable when it practices what it preaches. Our message is entirely undersold if it is not
backed by tangible action.

Unshakable Lived

Credibility Action
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“The church is only believable when it practices what it
preaches. It must live out what it says it believes.”




The Three-Part Blueprint of a Healthy Church

The early church survived intense bullying, persecution, and explosive
growth by adhering to a specific structural blueprint found in Acts 4.

NA
S DECLARE

Being of one Ensuring no one Speaking the good
heart and mind. in the community news with words that
is left behind. match their lifestyle.
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The Lexicon of Unity: Homothumodon

In Acts 4, Luke describes the believers as sharing one heart and mind.
The original Greek word is Homothumodon—moving together in unison.

The Orchestra Alignment Diagram
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Individuals Harmonic Unison

The Orchestra Metaphor

An orchestra is comprised of many different individuals playing entirely different instruments. Yet,
they follow the movements of one Conductor (The Holy Spirit) to create beautiful music together.
Moving forward together under this guidance is the main trademark of a healthy church.
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Trading Temporary Dirt for Human Need

The early church featured a large population of the poor, disabled, and persecuted who were
drawn to Jesus’s love. Wealthier believers voluntarily sold their real estate to provide for them.
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Property Sold Jerusalem Destroyed
for Human Need by Invading Armies

It might have seemed foolish to sell valuable land. But historical reality dictates that just a few
decades later, invading armies completely destroyed Jerusalem. They would have lost the land
anyway by holding onto it. Instead, they traded “temporary dirt” for eternal human impact.
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Generosity Amplifies the Message

The Apostles preached with extraordinary power. This wasn'’t
just rhetorical skill; their words were backed up by the
radical, visible deeds of the community. Everyone was
surrounded by an extraordinary grace.

When you demonstrate the good news
through your actions, you give undeniable
power to the words you speak.




The Danger of
"Me-Only” Christianity

Modern culture is obsessed with individualism and
personal rights. This reduces the Christian faith to
“me-only” terms: my forgiveness, my new life, my
inner peace, and how the Bible makes me feel.

A Barna study revealed millions of people who
claim to love Jesus rarely associate with others

in a church setting, completely filtering out the
“family” part of the good news.

We trade a massive, shared faith for a shrunken,
private, homemade version of Christianity that
ignores the biblical mandate to be a “holy nation.”
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The Theological Impossibility
of Isolation

) HEAD/CHRIST

“No part of the body can
say to the other, I have
no need of you.”

If any part of the body is to be connected to the
| Head (Christ), it must intrinsically be connected
| tothe other parts of that same body. You can
only experience the close friendship of the Holy
Spirit if you embrace that same Spirit dwelling
in the hearts of your brothers and sisters.
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The Culture Clash: Two Divergent Mindsets

.. The Early Church: “We share
| everythlng’

The Toddler Mentality: “This is mine,
don’t touch it”

The Consumer: “I don’t need another
meeting in my schedule”

.. The Contributor: “What can I
- contribute to others?”

The Ownership Myth: “I earned this”

. The Stewardship Reality: “I am
- managing God’s stuff”

[solation: “I don’t want your help”

.. Unification: “We carry one
‘P ’ 7
another’s heavy burdens
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The Ultimate Perspective Shift

The early church practiced radical generosity because they
recognized a fundamental truth: nothing they owned was truly theirs.

Everything we have has only
come into our possession
because God placed it there.
We are simply temporary
managers of His property.
God can properly say, ‘It’s all
mine because | madeitall’

Are you holding onto

anything so tightly that

it has become a trap or
a distraction?
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The True Mechanism of Generosity

True, Acts 4-style sharing is motivated by the love of the heart. It is not
prompted by government coercion, institutional programming, or

guilt-inducing emails from the church office digging into your
personal finances.

The Holy
Spirit

»

Speaks to
Individual
Heart

N

Awareness Action
of Specific - Across the
Need | Gap

This activity is generated strictly by the Holy Spirit prompting an individual to notice a need
and moving them to bridge the space to make a difference.




Voice (DECLARE)

Preaching the truth with
undeniable, visible credibility.

Extraordinary
Grace Envelops
the Community

Hands (SHARE)

Trading temporary resources
to meet practical human needs.




The Final Challenge

A healthy church is not known by talking about love.
It is known by the actual, practical care its members give
to one another every single day.

How much do you truly care?

I How far are you willing to go out of your way to help
someone who hasn’t been blessed as much as you?

Will you answer the call to show real, tangible
love to the family of believers?




