Faith is Not a Solo Sport.

The Architecture of a Resilient, Healthy Church Community.



Sunday, February 24, 2013.

Just minutes before worship, a man who had
I visited only once or twice walked to the front
N of the sanctuary with urgent determination.

-~ “Pastor, I need to talk to
you. Would you be willing
V to come to my home
sometime this week?™- Scott

The kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and
forceful people have been seizing it. (Matthew 11:12)
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The Kitchen Table Connection

The next morning, Scott and his mother,

were waiting on the porch. Inside, the table was
prepared with coffee, cake, and a Bible. Scott got
straight to the point.

“I'have been reading this Bible
and I don’t understand much...

[ know about God, but [ don’t
know him. What can you tell me?”

Revelation 3:20 — Jesus stands at the door constantly
knocking. Scott opened it.
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The Ripple Eftect
of an Open Door

February 25,11:00 AM  The Immediate Echo Total Integration

Scott prays from the heart Gladys, listening intently, asks: Scott's life is permanently changed. He

to invite Jesus in. "Can | do this, too?” becomes fiercely devoted to wherever God’s
people gather—waorship, Bible study, and

fellowship.
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Path of Transformation

One bold question initiated
the spiritual transformation
of an entire household and
their deep integration into
the church family.
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The Hebrews 10 Blueprint

Let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good
works. Not staying away from our worship meetings as some habitually do,
but encouraging each other and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

1. Care

(concerned 3. Worship

(not staying
away)

about one
another)
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Pillar I: Care is Continuous
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Faith is not a solo sport turned inward.

We cannot casually wave from across a
sanctuary on Sunday and wait seven days
to reconnect. Building genuine relationships
takes time, effort, and real investment.
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: : Solo Sport The Family of
Scripture repeatedly emphasizes one P 0 y

; Believers
another—be devoted to, accept, forgive, 0\
pray for, and serve one another.
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The Acts 2 Engine

N

Share the Word (Acts 2:42). 3
The group becomes

stronger when centered on
learning together. §

== The Lord
added to their
group daily.
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Talking and listening to
God as a unified family.

Grow Together.

Operating as a cheerleader
for God's family, generating |
undeniable energy. /

Simply Be Together

(Acts 2:44-47). Sharing
meals, resources, and
_ Joyful hearts daily.

e

Pray Together (Acts 2:42).
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Pillar II: The Opposite of Love is Not Hate

The opposite of love is apathy. Hate requires enough care
to take notice; apathy means you just don't care. Apathy
creates a vacuum easily filled by complaining and criticism.

Apathy Thomas Hardy once said of a critical friend, “He
could walk into a beautiful green meadow and
immediately begin to look for a pile of manure.”

Christ loves the church despite its flaws. |

We are called to do the same.



Matrix: Love as Action, Not Sentimentality.

The World's \ The Actual W& Tgef_BiP!ical
Definition Opposite efinition
N /A A (1John 3:18)
N \
b Fuzzy warm feelings, Apathy. Indifference Practical action.
% dripping with masqueradingas  \ [ERSLICET{oReolnlnlifn gl
) sentimentality. Loving tolerance. A focuson | to other people.
purely with words | finding flaws and | Self-sacrifice by putting
or speech. distributing criticism. others first. Humility
| and direct service.
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Pillar III: The Protective
Power of Worship

The early church faced physical danger for
gathering. Today, we face internal barriers.
Yet, active, joyful worship yields three
immense benefits.
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1. Fulfilling the Design:
Following God's command to promote love
and good works.

2. Receiving the Flow:
Placing ourselves in the exact location to
receive necessary encouragement.

3. Finding Safety in the Flock:
Staying near the Shepherd. Wandering alone
makes us easy pickings for the enemy.



The Isolation vs. Integration Diagnostic.

Internal Barrie\

1. Discouragement Got burned; retreats.

Hides to avoid getting involved.

2. Disobedience

Ve /Solo Believer's
Reaction

Healthy Church
Response

Returns for healing.
Accepts the call to serve.

/&,{f

3. Immaturity

5. Pride/Classism

Stays home to test if
riends notice.

Judges others based on
background.

Seeks encouragement,
not pampering.

Boldly demonstrates faith,

Recognizes equal footing
at the cross.

6. Independence

| don't need the church.

— William Barclay

Goes to church to give
somethmg away.

No one can live a true Christian life while they keep ignoring the Church




Pillar IV: The Advocate

Someone called
In to help another person.

In ancient Greece, this exact word was used
for a lawyer stepping into a courtroom to
defend the accused. True encouragement is
not a passive pat on the back. It is actively
stepping into the perimeter of someone
else’s heavy reality to shoulder the burden
with them.

Encourage one another daily.

(Hebrews 3:13)

The Advocate Diagram
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The Intervention: Pray Right Then and There.

Path A (The Cultural Default)

We slap their : The burdened person
back and say Time passes E}EF c;rtlgr:tment feelsisolated and
I'll pray for you S wonders if we meant it.

Ll ) Someone shares

a deep burden

Path B- (The Advocate Pivot)

A permanent
N/ Stop Fook e Pray out loud The prayer bond of genuine
entirely inthe eye | '”;:';;Zﬁﬂ \is answered connection
is formed.
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The Blueprint: Carrylng Heavy Loads (Galatlans 6:2).

| Quadrant 1 (Care) N\ Quadrant 2 (Love) l!

l Move past small talk. Put specific , Stop the urge to criticize. Look for the |
" people on your calendar this week. 4. good. Show love through immediate, g

II Share what you are learning. 4 4 practical, physical action.

l' / ; /
!i Quadrant 3 (Worship) Quadrant 4 (Encourage) |
! Make physical participation a Listen intently. Visit the hurting. 8

non-negotiable priority. Welcome Pray right then and there. %
everyone equally. Find safety inthe gr up. I I
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An Un-ignorable Love.

When we share our lives, our time, and our resources, we show the world a
love that becomes impossible for them to ignore. Outsiders will draw close,
listen in, and ask the exact question Scott asked at the kitchen table:

“How do I get what they have?”

The architecture of a healthy church ensures the door is always open.
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